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A very busy year
W
Matt Whitehead
is Executive
Headteacher of
St James and
Emmanuel
Academy Trust

ow! What a busy year for the St James & Emmanuel Academy
Trust. Formed to support the leadership and governance of
West Didsbury CE Primary School and ensure that Didsbury CE
Primary School and its new sister school (opened because of the huge
demand for places at Didsbury CE Primary) both had strong leadership
and governance, the Trust was also a vehicle for formally and legally
joining the two schools together in a Multi Academy Trust.
No sooner had we formed the St James & Emmanuel Academy Trust,
than we heard that one of our neighbouring Church of England Schools,
St Wilfrid's CE Primary School in Northenden, had been placed into
special measures by Ofsted.
The Department for Education
(DfE) were determined that St
Our ﬁrst priority was
Wilfrid's should become part of a
to ﬁrmly establish an
Multi Academy Trust to support
the necessary improvements and
ethos of Belonging,
provide a high quality education
Believing and Becoming
for the children at the school.
within each school.
Suddenly, the St James &
Emmanuel Academy Trust had the
DfE, Manchester Diocese and the
Local Authority asking if we had the capacity to sponsor another school
becoming an Academy and joining our Trust.

St James &
Emmanuel
Academy
Trust

So our close work with St Wilfrid's CE Primary began – which has
reaped beneﬁts for all the schools in the Trust. Finally, on July 1st 2016
St Wilfrid’s legally joined the St James & Emmanuel Trust. We have
already begun the process of sharing good practice, supporting staﬀ
development and looking at the governance quality across the
three schools.
Our ﬁrst priority was to ﬁrmly establish an ethos of Belonging, Believing
and Becoming within the context of each individual school in the Trust.
This is all part of an incredible journey which we are determined will lead
to an outstanding education for all the children at St Wilfrid's CE,
Didsbury CE and West Didsbury CE as part of the St James & Emmanuel
Academy Trust.
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Opening a new chapter
Head of School Helena Miller is excited about the adventures
that will unfold in the new library at St Wilfrid’s CE.
n early November, local
author Ian Thompson
came to do some reading
workshops with St Wilfrid’s
CE Primary School children.
Their wide-eyed, excited
reactions were a joy to
behold, but it was where this
heartwarming event took
place that was so
important in the
development of our
school. The
workshops were in
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our new school library,
stocked with thousands of
books for all age ranges.
This beautiful new library is
the result of hard work and
support from parents, staﬀ
and the wider community.
Local company Amoria Bond
donated books and furniture
via its Charitable Trust, while
staﬀ and parents painted the
woodland-themed murals on
the walls. Quotes from

In a recent survey,
98% of parents
agreed their child
is happy and safe
at school.
famous authors were
provided by Gatley Sign and
Display too – truly, everyone
in the local area understood
the importance of developing
a love of reading in our young

people. It’s so crucial to child
development in terms of the
language they use and the
way they communicate.
Since I’ve been Head of
School at St Wilfrid’s CE
Primary I’ve been struck by
the commitment people have
shown to improve the school
in meaningful and lasting
ways. Now that we are part of
the St James & Emmanuel
Academy Trust, it seemed
ﬁtting that a member of the
St James & Emmanuel
church community, Natasha
Crump, should kickstart our
library project by collecting
books from neighbours,
family members and work
colleagues. She went
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anywhere, essentially, where
people recognised the
importance of children
having access to a wide
variety of books and the
opportunity to share these
with each other.
And when I’ve spoken to Revd
Nick Bundock – who is also a
Director of the St James &
Emmanuel Academy Trust –
he’s told me how encouraged
he’s been by how the schools,
communities, parishes and
churches have come together
to support St Wilfrid’s CE
Primary. Ever since the
decision was made to join the
St James & Emmanuel
Academy Trust, which was
ﬁnally ratiﬁed in July, we’ve

“The library will be
a special place for
us. We’ll be able to
‘unwind’, and go on
learning and writing
adventures.”
Eleanor Coutts, Year 6
felt part of this fantastic
community, and it’s spurred
us on to make St Wilfrid’s the
very best school it can
possibly be.
Such strong links – and
shared expertise – between
the three schools and
associated churches means
we’re now seeing genuine

results. The recent SIAMS
(Statutory Inspection of
Anglican and Methodist
Schools) inspection noted
that the school was now good
in all areas, and that there
had been a rapid improvement
in achievement, attitudes to
learning and behaviour.
All of which is great, and
we’re positively looking
forward to when we get
another inspection from
Ofsted now we’re in the SJ&E
Academy Trust. But it’s not
just the paperwork which is
beginning to show what a
good school St Wilfrid’s now
is. We can tell from the
feedback from
parents – the most
recent questionnaire was
incredibly positive – and the
happy atmosphere in the
classes themselves. The
number of visits and trips
to places such as The

Manchester Museum has
increased markedly, and the
children are becoming part of
the fabric of their community.
In fact, the children are so
pleased themselves by how
St Wilfrid’s has changed over
the past year that I thought
I’d leave it to two of them to
tell you why this library at St
Wilfrid's will be such an
important part of the school.
“It’ll just be brilliant to go to
the library,” said Imogen
O'Doherty from Year 4. “We

will be able to ﬁnd a book
which can take us all into a
new world. I'm really excited
to go on diﬀerent journeys
and diﬀerent places everyday,
while sitting in a chair or in
the comfort of my bed.”
“The library will be a special
place for us,” added Year 6’s
Eleanor Coutts. “We’ll be able
to ‘unwind’, and go on
learning and writing
adventures.”
To have children that are now
so excited by the school they
go to every day is humbling,
rewarding and encouraging and we couldn’t have made
such improvements without
the support of this
brilliant community.
To everyone who has
helped in the St
Wilfrid’s CE Primary
journey so far, thank
you.
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Work hard, play hard
Head of School Simon Ball sees Didsbury CE growing and
developing as part of the new Trust.
t was the year that, like it
or not, every primary
school and every parent
talked about SATs, the new –
and demanding – key stage 2
tests in maths, reading and
grammar, punctuation and
spelling. We were no different
in Didsbury CE Primary
School, but we made it a
fundamental principle that
while these tests were
important, they would be
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part of a broad and balanced
curriculum that could
enthuse and engage every
child at our school.
Actually, we were in no
doubt that this approach,
where children were
encouraged to participate in
(and in fact wanted to be a
part of) all the exciting things
that happen at Didsbury CE
Primary would actually help

them in their
academic
achievements.
And so it proved.
The results were
excellent – nationally, 53% of
pupils met the new expected
standard in reading, writing
and mathematics. At Didsbury
CE Primary, 75% did so.
Year 2 also took SATs tests,
which again saw great

results, and 100 per cent of
our Year 1 class passed their
Phonics tests. Incredibly
encouraging findings, and a
lot of hard work went into
preparing the children. But it
was never at the expense of
all the things that go into
making Didsbury CE Primary
School so special. So, for
example, we still took two
days out of the curriculum to
make sure all the children
took part in the Bikeability
programme – the new
version of the Cycling
Proficiency Test – because we
feel that riding a bicycle can
promote healthy lifestyles,
independence and selfawareness.

Ghyll Head was a
great week away
and incredibly
valuable for the
children’s
development.
Year 5 and 6 also visited
Ghyll Head near Bowness on
Windermere in the Lake
District for a week. They went
caving, kayaking, walking… it
was a great week away for
everyone. And incredibly
valuable for the children’s
development too – this is not
a holiday. It was all about the
children challenging

themselves, teamwork and…
doing the washing up! It
sounds such a minor task,
but seeing them take
responsibility for themselves
and each other was so
rewarding: they genuinely
grow as individuals during
these weeks away and
discover new friendships
across year groups in a
positive, mixed environment.
If we’ve also helped foster a
love of the outdoors in the
children through this week in
Ghyll Head, then so much
the better, too.
And we do find that such
activities genuinely allow
children to shine in a non7

classroom environment.
July’s school play, Pirates Of
The Curry Bean, was an
outstanding success for all of
Key Stage 2, but it’s really
important for Didsbury CE
Primary School that every
child is involved in some way
in one of the three shows we
produce every year. So
Nursery do their own
Nativity, as do Reception,
Year 1 and Year 2. Learning
their parts takes time out of
the curriculum, of course, but
this culture of participation is
shot through everything we
do here – and it’s backed up
by some incredible support
from parents.
Now that Didsbury CE
Primary is part of the St James
& Emmanuel Trust with West
Didsbury CE Primary and
St Wilfrid’s CE Primary, we’ve
also been able to encourage
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It was a
fundamental
principle that
while SATs were
important, they
would be part of
a broad and
balanced
curriculum.
the sense that our children
can be role models to
younger pupils: it was
fantastic to be involved in
the official opening
ceremony at West Didsbury
CE Primary and help the
Reception-age children there
celebrate their new school.
The Trust has only been
beneficial as we’ve shared
resources, knowledge and
most importantly, values.

And as Head of School I’ve
been so pleased by how
Didsbury CE Primary is
growing and developing
within the Trust. Though
I know how much effort
everyone puts into the
school, with every single
member of staff doing
everything they possibly can
to maintain both the family
friendly feel of the school
and its academic results, it
was wonderful to see the
most recent Parent
Questionnaire was so
overwhelmingly positive.
I think that’s because the
parents themselves feel a
part of the school – and their
commitment is something
we’re both proud of and
grateful for. And in the end,
that’s why our impressive
academic results are only a
part of our amazing story.

What a diﬀerence
a year makes
Assistant Head Hannah Large reﬂects on an eventful year full
of challenges and successes at West Didsbury CE.

year ago we were
preparing for our
first Nativity at West
Didsbury CE Primary School.
We knew how important it
would be both for the
children in our first Reception
classes and their wonderfully
supportive parents. But as
Mary and Joseph arrived in
‘Bethlehem’, they did so in a
tiny refurbished block in the
middle of a building site –
and it wouldn’t have been a
surprise if they’d been
wearing hi-vis jackets.

A

This year, Nativity will
happen in our incredible new
school hall, the centrepiece
of a quite stunning new
school. And a few tears might
be shed at how far we’ve
come in such a short space of
time. It feels that we’ve both
been at Central Road for ages
and that the first year of West
Didsbury CE Primary School
has passed in a whirlwind.
But what has encouraged me
the most as Head of School is
that parents and staff don’t

“From building site
to beautiful new
school, it’s been an
amazing year.”
really talk about the building
much anymore. They tell me
how proud they are that
there’s already a real sense
of community within these
new walls.
I thought fostering a sense
of love, togetherness and
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confidence – the
tenets of St James &
Emmanuel Academy
Trust’s ‘belonging,
believing, becoming’
ethos – would take years. We
were certainly prepared for
and ready to take on that
challenge. But something
special began to happen
almost immediately, perhaps

because the parents
themselves had something in
common: they had been
brought together because
they believed in what we
were trying to do with this
new school when it was just
a set of plans.
So the generosity of the
parents in terms of time,

commitment and sometimes
money has been nothing
short of remarkable. Even
though we are still a small
school – although going from
42 children in 2015 to 118 this
year feels a lot to us! – the
donations to the Harvest
collection, Sport Relief and
the baby boxes for Syria have
been incredible. One parent
used his expertise to build a
mud kitchen outside for the
children and the Parent Café
has been a fantastic place for
parents to come together
independently of the staff
and talk about the school
and its progress. We were
delighted that the Parent
Questionnaires have been so
positive about the work we
do here.

There’s already
a real sense of
community within
these new walls.
Of course, the best advert for
the school is happy, thriving
children. The unique way in
which West Didsbury CE
Primary was set up – with
two Reception classes being
added each year until the
school is full in 2022 –
The Lord Mayor of Manchester
and the Bishop of Middleton at
the Service of Dedication.
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means last year’s first intake
is now unlike any Year 1
group I have come across.
Because there are no older
children, we’re asking them
to be role models at just six
years old for the Reception
classes – and they love the
responsibility. We’ve had to
ask them to lead, say, the
Harvest Service, and the
confidence they’ve shown
has been wonderful to see.
We’re so proud of them.
It was commented recently
from a visitor that no child in
this school is anonymous
because of the strong
relationships between staff
and children.
Perhaps that’s because
they’ve benefited from a
really balanced, exciting

curriculum which has
children as its focus. So for
example, they loved their
visit to Stockley Farm, but
the autumn walk we went on
recently was just as
memorable. Both getting out
into and feeling part of the
local community is really
important, and two of our
children even won the school
its first prize! The Christie
Hospital’s new IPU site asked
for children’s artwork to put
on their hoardings, and it was
lovely that George and Edith
were able to pick up the
award as Competition
Winners.
We think these kinds of
valuable experiences all feed
into the work we do in the
classroom at West Didsbury

The best advert
for the school is
happy, thriving
children.
CE too – and so it’s great that
the children genuinely are
achieving academically too:
90 per cent have made
expected or more than
expected improvements from
the baseline we set them in
September 2015.
So yes, from building site to
beautiful new school, it’s
been an amazing year. Best
of all, I know that everybody
connected with West
Didsbury CE Primary feels
genuinely privileged to have
been a part of it.
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Dare to dream
Everycolour Director John Conibear worked with four local schools
this summer, following England at Euro 2016.
he thunderclaps
echoed around the
stadium as England's
footballers trudged oﬀ the
pitch. A 2-1 defeat to Iceland.
What now?

T

Back in Manchester, as part
of Everycolour, pupils from
four primary schools had
dared to dream that England’s
men could do better than the
women's team in 2015 and,
at least, get to the Euro 2016
ﬁnal in Paris.
Supported by Kick It Out,
football’s oﬃcial diversity

campaign, Everycolour
follows England men
and women at major
tournaments, celebrating all
that is good in football and
encouraging values that
tackle discrimination.
This summer’s quest for glory
was launched in May, with
choirs from two of the
schools – Didsbury CE and
Cavendish – performing their
England anthem 'Dare to
Dream' in front of thousands
at Manchester City's Etihad
Stadium. It was the third year
in a row City had invited

“What a great
message and
what enthusiasm.
I was so proud to
see our t-shirts
worn by such
accomplished
singers!”
Roisin Wood, Director,
Kick It Out
Everycolour and the crowd’s
enthusiastic reception was a
fantastic start to the
campaign.

Blog workshops followed at
all four schools – writing,
recording, drawing, performing
and ﬁlming the pupils’ views
on a range of issues, from
football to diversity. The Blog
is a key part of Everycolour,
online throughout the whole
tournament.
With England surviving the
group stage and qualifying for
the knockout round, two
choirs from Broad Oak and

Sacred Heart, Gorton, returned
to Manchester City Women's
Academy Stadium, singing the
day before England's match
against Iceland.
The disappointment of losing
was softened by an array of
other Everycolour activities.
The schools took part in the
Everycolour Quiz at The
National Football Museum,
with an All Stars team
winning and their photograph

“Blogging is a great
way for children to
feel empowered to
get their own
voices heard.”
Helen Devine, teacher,
Cavendish
added to the museum’s Hall
of Fame for the day. The
schools also competed in the
ﬁrst Everycolour 7-a-side
Tournament, with hosts Broad
Oak coming out on top – just
like England in 1966!
ITV’s Clive Tyldesley took
a break from his Euro 2016
duties to judge our very own
Commentating Competition.
Pupils from Cavendish were
the winners, but Clive was
very impressed with the
quality of all the entries.
13

14

“Such a fantastic
project! Not only
did Everycolour
develop their
interest in the
tournament but
also the wider
issues of diversity,
equality and
inclusion of all.”
Abigail Trolley, teacher,
Broad Oak
Ruth Edson from Manchester
City Art Gallery judged the
Blog’s portrait competition.
Manchester City legend Alex
Williams judged the Blog’s
football design competition.
And Kick It Out’s Education
Oﬃcer, Hayley Bennett,
judged the t-shirt competition.
Two Everycolour bloggers

even had their interview with
Manchester City and England
midﬁelder Jill Scott
published in First News, the
national newspaper for
primary schools.

Phew...
The project ﬁnished with a
wonderful concert and prizegiving ceremony at West
Didsbury CE. The choirs
performed their own songs
and came together for a
ﬁnale of the Everycolour
theme tune for one last time.
And the question, “What
now?” Everycolour plans to
return next year to follow
England at UEFA Women's
Euro 2017. It’s the hope that’s
hard to bear, but we dare
to dream...
You can enjoy a short video
of this year’s project at
everycolour.co.uk/euro2016

15

Gratitude is for life,
not just for Christmas
Andrew Bradley, Rector at St Wilfrid’s Church, shares his
thoughts on giving and receiving.
t St Wilfrid’s School
this term our assembly
themes have been
‘gratitude’ and ‘friendship’.
It’s not always easy to be
grateful, is it? Life can be
tough sometimes, very tough.
And looking back over the last
year, many of us would say
there isn’t a lot to be thankful
for. In fact, some of the news
has been downright scary and
depressing. As I write, the trial
of the alleged murderer of MP
Jo Cox is in progress, and
personally it’s bringing back
all kinds of emotions of
anxiety and even anger at the

A

Being grateful will
demand eﬀort and
should be a regular
thing that we build
into our lives.
apparent increase of
extremism in our nation
and our world.
In the Bible, in Psalm 50, God
says to the people: “make
thanksgiving your sacriﬁce”.
This suggests two things: ﬁrst,
being grateful will at least

sometimes demand energy
and eﬀort, and even be costly;
and secondly, being grateful
should be a regular thing that
we build into our lives, a
spiritual discipline if you like.
Many of the most
inspirational people I have
known or met seem to have
that discipline of counting
their blessings. I’ll never forget
a lady I once visited in the
Christie, who was going
through very tough times, but
kept a diary of all the things
she still wanted to say thank
you for. I met her one morning
at around 10.30 and she had
already written down 17
things! By the way, she
seemed to glow with the
radiance of God. Coincidence?
I think not.
Many of those 17 things
involved people: Christie
staﬀ, family, and friends –
which brings me on to our
other assembly topic of
friendship.
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Friends are, and always will
be, one of the most precious
gifts in life: people who we
can laugh with, cry with,
open up with, people who
we just know have our back.
Jesus had good friends,
people like John, and Mary
and Martha. Martha
especially gave Jesus what
the very best friends always
give: the gift of listening (you
can read about this in Luke’s
gospel, chapter 10).

Christmas is very much
about friendship and
thanksgiving. We give thanks
that God reaches out to us
in love and friendship, that
God calls us friends, that
God has our backs. We give
thanks that God can and
does choose to live and work
through humanity: supremely
through Jesus, but through
all of us. So maybe
Christmas is a time for
restoring our faith in

Friends are, and
always will be,
one of the most
precious gifts
in life.
humanity, as well as in God,
and a time to kickstart a
discipline of gratitude,
especially for the people that
God puts in our lives.

New faces
Two newer members of St James & Emmanuel’s staﬀ family
share what the church and community mean to them.
Claire Mauchline was a wellloved teaching assistant at
Didsbury CE school until
taking over as Parish
Manager in September.
“I absolutely loved my
10 years at Didsbury CE.
I worked right the way
through the school, from
nursery to year 6. It was a real
joy working with the children,
seeing them succeed, and
grow more conﬁdent.
“The role of parish manager
just seemed a wonderful
opportunity to be more
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involved in the community.
It is extremely varied – there’s
never a dull moment with
lots of lovely people coming
in and out. So much goes on
within the parish. I see now
how many people have to
paddle like mad to make
things seem seamless.
Christine Bodley is a hard act
to follow.
“I meet a lot of people who
are coming into the church
for the ﬁrst time. We have a
lot of baptisms, thanksgivings
and weddings. The church
really is a community hub.

There’s a Dads and Tots group,
toddler groups, baby ballet,
dance, history groups. Home
Café brings people together in
a wonderful way. There is
everything from NCT classes
to ﬁtness classes to life
drawing, from coﬀee concerts
and music groups to coﬀee
and communion. Number 6,
next door to the Parish
Centre, is full of activities,
charities and community
organisations as well.
It’s incredible to see just how
much activity goes on in
these buildings.”

Neill Harvey-Smith was
previously Head of Media for
the Church of England. With
his wife Beth and their two
children, he moved to
Didsbury last year and is
Director of Discipleship and
Communication.
“As a parent of two children
at Didsbury CE, I am blown
away by how strong and
positive the links are between
the church and school. The
children feel loved, part of a
genuine community which
extends through every bit of
their lives. What’s great about
our local church schools is
that they have strong
Christian values but are there
for the whole community.
“We’ve had a terriﬁc welcome
at St James and Emmanuel.
Almost the ﬁrst minute we

“I am blown away
by how strong and
positive the links
are between the
church and
school.”

stepped through the door we
were invited to a welcome
lunch. And it was free! It is a
very diverse church – we’ve
made friends from all over
the world and all walks of
life. The opportunities for
children to learn and make
deeper friendships are ﬁrst
rate, and have been a big help
to us settling in a new area.
“My role at the church is
about sharing stories and
helping us all grow in our
faith. In the new year we are
running the brilliant new ‘Life
Explored’ course. New Year is
often a time for reﬂection, and
this course is our invitation to
the whole community to come
in and look with us at the big
questions of life.”
Didsbury CE pupils performed
their values-centred play for
pupils at West Didsbury CE.
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Nick Bundock is
Founder Director
of St James and
Emmanuel
Academy Trust

Beattitude
2016! What a year! We’re living
through huge changes – Brexit and
Donald Trump are just the most
obvious examples. How you feel
about the future will depend
very much on your political
convictions, cultural background
and your psychological makeup.
But we’re all united in needing
hope in these unsettling times.
What are your hopes for 2017?
And is hope even real? Can you
base your future on ‘hope’?

Be
Belonging
Believing
Becoming
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The common everyday meaning of
‘hope’ is an expression of will
without means – “all we can do is
hope” – it's something like making
a wish, carrying the sense that the
odds are against us. To have hope
is to have no hope but hope. This
kind of hope isn’t really ‘hope’ at
all – it’s vague, intangible and
weak. This kind of hope is not
going to sustain us when the going
really gets tough. We’re going to
need far more than this kind of
hope in 2017.
The Christian use of hope is very
diﬀerent to this wish-fulﬁlment.
The Christian use carries ﬁrm
expectation – a hope that is sure
and certain. Why is Christian hope
any diﬀerent from the regular
kind? The answer is incredibly
simple, but also takes a lifetime to

discover. It’s a theme we will be
exploring live on BBC Radio 4 on
New Year’s Day at 8.10 am at
Emmanuel church, Didsbury.
We’ll put more details on our
website nearer the time
(stjamesandemmanuel.org).

Why is Christian hope
any diﬀerent from the
regular kind? The
answer is incredibly
simple, but also takes
a lifetime to discover.
But before I sign oﬀ, let me give
you a little peek into the answer…
Real hope is based on something
you absolutely know will happen
in the future. Best-selling author,
Donald Miller, puts it like this:
“Hope is light shining back from
the future. It marks the path we
have to walk.”
As we travel into this future I want
to assure you that the people of
St James & Emmanuel, Didsbury,
and St Wilfrid’s, Northenden,
along with three schools in our
Trust will be rooting for you,
serving you and praying for us all
in 2017.

There’s a great
range of groups for
children throughout the week
Babies and Bumps Group
Every Monday, 1pm to 3pm
A wonderful place to meet other
new mums, or those who are expecting.

Toddler Groups
Tuesday to Thursday, 10am to 12 noon,
including a Wednesday drop-in session.
Spaces currently available.

Dads and Tots
First two Saturdays of each month, 10am
A great place for dads and their toddlers
to meet up and enjoy a bacon roll.
All groups are held in the Parish Centre at
Emmanuel Church. For more information, email
tomphipps@stjamesandemmanuel.org
Parish Oﬃce: 0161 446 4150
oﬃce@stjamesandemmanuel.org
stjamesandemmanuel.org

Sunday 18th December

Scratch Nativity
10.30am in Emmanuel
Come dressed as your favourite nativity character

Nine Lessons & Carols
6.30pm in St James
A festival of music and readings in candlelight

Christmas Eve: Saturday 24th December

Christingle
2pm, 3.15pm and 4.30pm in Emmanuel
Perfect for children of all ages, 2pm ideal for tots
Donations to The Children’s Society

Midnight Mass
11pm in St James
Traditional carols with Holy Communion

Christmas Day: Sunday 25th December

Christmas Communion
9am in St James
Traditional Christmas Day service

Christmas Family Communion
10.30am in Emmanuel
Family focused
Christmas Day service

together

Celebrate the
best gift of all
this Christmas

Parish Office: 0161 446 4150
oﬃce@stjamesandemmanuel.org
stjamesandemmanuel.org

